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1.0      Statement to Parliament  
 

 

1.1 Introduction  
 
This is the sixth Annual Report for the Scientific Research Organisation of Samoa (SROS) since its 
inception in 2006. The SROS previously known as the Research Development Institute of Samoa 
(RDIS) is a public beneficiary body constituted and operating under the provisions of the Research 
and Development Institute of Samoa Act 2006, and the Scientific Research Organisation of Samoa 
Act 2008, Labour and Employment Act 1972 and the Public Finance Management Act 2001. SROS 
also adheres to specific reporting requirements to Government as laid out by the Ministry of 
Finance. 
 
This Annual Report covers the financial year 2011 - 2012 of which its operational activities were 
financed under its approved budget of $3,011,943.  The accounts for this financial year have been 
accounted and audited by the Samoa Audit Office, so as to be in line with the requirements of the 
Public Finance Management Act 2001. 

 
1.2 SROS Vision & Mission Statement  
 
 

SROS Vision 
 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀ significant 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ D5t ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƻ {ŀƳƻŀ ƛǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘέΦ  

 
SROS Mission Statement 
 

άSROS aims to conduct scientific research and develop technologies which outcomes are of great 

value in the development and sustainability of value added goods and services for export and to 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŦǳŜƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎέ 

 

 
1.3 Objectives and Priorities  

 
Supporting its vision and mission statement, SROS is committed to delivering on the following key 
objectives: 
 
a) to promote the national economy of Samoa based on research and development; 
b) to undertake scientific and technical research with the primary aim of adding value to local 

resources and services; 
c) to develop functional prototypes of products and processes based on scientific and technical 

research for the local or overseas markets; 
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d) to establish partnership with the private sector and commercial interests to support the 
hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ; and, 

e) to ensure effective training for researchers and professionals engaged in scientific and technical 
research work.  

 
Additionally, SROS also performs various functions: 
 
a) to carry out scientific research and develop technologies for any of the following purposes 

i) contributing to the achievement of national goals in the Strategy for the 
Development of Samoa or any other national plan of Samoa; 

ii) assisting industries, Government Ministries, corporations and agencies; 
iii) furthering the interests of the community; and, 
iv) any other purpose determined by the Board 

b) to encourage or facilitate the application or utilization of the results of any other scientific 
research; 

c) to act as a means of liaison between Samoa and other countries in matters connected with 
scientific research and development; 

d) to train and to assist in the training of research and workers in the field of science and to 
cooperate with tertiary education institutions, both local and overseas in relation to education 
in any field of science; 

e) to establish and award fellowships and studentships for research and to make grants in aid of 
research for a purpose referred to in paragraph (a); 

f) to collect, interpret and disseminate information relating to scientific and technical matters; 
and, 

g) to publish scientific and technical reports, periodicals and papers. 
 
In performing the above functions the Organisation shall take into account relevant Government 
policy as communicated to the Organisation by the Minister or the CEO. 
 
The Organisation shall also: 
 
a) treat the functions referred to in a) and b) above as its primary functions; and, 
b) treat the other functions referred to in c) to g) as its secondary functions. 
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2.0      Chairmanõs Report 
 

 

As Chairman of the new Board of Directors officially appointed on 
1st April 2012, it gives me great pleasure on behalf of the Minister 
responsible for the Scientific Research Organization of Samoa 
(SROS), Hon Faamoetauloa Lealaiauloto Taito Dr. Faale Tumaalii, 
ŀƴŘ .ƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {wh{Ωǎ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмм-2012 
FY. 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ period, it is 
ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀndate and experience first 
hand the modest progress made and achievements attained 
throughout the year. 
 
The amendment of the Public Bodies (Performance & Accountability) 
Act to include and involve representatives of the private sector from  
diverse fields in Government Boards is a move in the right direction, especially given our 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ strengthening the active participation of the private sector in various 
Government advisory and decision-making capacities, in progressing development projects and 
programmes for the betterment of our economy and livelihoods.  
 
 Lƴ {wh{Ωǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ 
Report, comprises, in addition to two public servants, five representatives from the private sector 
with diverse expertises and experiences covering medicine, applied sciences such as agriculture, 
business and engineering. 
 
The key activities and performance achieved by SROS in this 2011-2012 FY which I am pleased to 
share highlights on are as follow: 
 

¶ The successful launching in February 2012 of Avocado Oil produced from fruits of locally grown 
avocado varieties, and gluten-free flour products from breadfruit and cassava was a major 
achievement by SROS.  A SROS TV Cook Show was aired on local TV prior to the launch to raise 
awareness of the different cooking applications and high nutritious value of the avocado oil and 
gluten-free breadfruit and cassava flour.  The Management has been advised to start engaging 
the private sector and promote the commercialization of these developed products with the 
ultimate long-term goal of improving {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ Ǿƛŀ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ and/or import 
replacements. 
 

¶ {wh{ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ ΨwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tL/ǎ 
.ǊŜŀŘŦǊǳƛǘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩΦ  Funded by the Government of Australia via its ACIAR-PARDI programme, 
the workshop brought together breadfruit experts from national public and private sector bodies 
from Fiji, Kiribati and Samoa, Australian Universities and USP, and development partners such as 
FAO.  The purpose of the workshop was to review the present research and development 
activities on two key components of the breadfruit industry ς primary production and 
postharvest technologies, and prioritise future research and value chain activities to further 
progress the sustainable development and value of the breadfruit industry.   

 

Fonoti A. Perelini  S.Perelini 
(SROS Board Chairman) 
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An important issue that was discussed in the workshop is the prospect of SROS to be the regional 
hub for breadfruit postharvest technologies research given its established capacity and 
capabilities. 

 

¶ The development of a SROS Comercialisation Policy by a Cabinet-appointed Committee is a 
ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
development outcomes are translated to commercial realities via the establishment of 
partnerships with the business community to transfer and commercialise technological research 
findings.  The draft policy has been submitted to Cabinet for its approval considerations prior to 
its implementation. 

 

¶ With its internationally (IANZ) accredited technical services, SROS continues to provide the 
needed essential testing of samples of food and water from both public and private sector 
bodies, for their safety and quality attributes and compliance to established international and 
national standards.  This internationally recognised service is one of the revenue generating 
streams for SROS which facilitates the adminsitration of the Food Act, the Codex of Alimentarius 
Committee and the National Export Strategy Committee.  It is planned that the scope of 

accredited tests will be expanded to include chemical contaminants in Fish as requested by 
ƻǳǊ CƛǎƘ 9ȄǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ standards for 
Fish. 

 

¶ SROS continues to work in collaboration with various national, regional and international 
agencies to explore and promote alternative renewable energy sources (such as biodiesel) which 
are efficient, reliable, affordable and sustainable with the long term goals of lessening the strain 
ƻƴ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ limited foreign reserves and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  As part of a joint 
awareness campaign on clean renewable energy, SROS has partnered with SPREP to promote the 
ƭŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ōȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ its ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŦƭŜŜǘ ƻƴ {wh{Ωǎ ōƭŜƴŘŜŘ Ψ.млΩ ōƛƻŘƛŜǎŜƭΦ  
There are plans in place to also fuel a number of vehicles from MNRE and STEC as part of the on-
going promotional campaign on the use of clean renewable energy for its afore-mentioned 
purposes. 

 

¶ On the financial side of things,  SROS continues to rely on Government which has been funding 
SROS to the magnitude of about 95% of its personnel and operational expenses annually since its 
inception. However it is SROS plan to work towards reducing Government subsidy and generate 
its own revenue.  In terms of funding for its on-going and proposed technological research 
projects, SROS continues to face challenges in securing external funding given increasing 
competing requests from other Government Ministries and Public Bodies for funding assistance 
from our Development Partners.  The Management has been advised to aggressively solicit and 
negotiate external research and local business partnerships and funding support, and increase 
revenue generation from its IANZ-accredited technical services, to reduce its reliance on 
Government grant with the long term aspiration of being self-sufficient financially. 

 
In closing, I would like to acknowledge with much gratitude the Minister responsible for SROS, Hon 
Faamoetauloa Lealaiauloto Taito Dr. Faale Tumaalii, for his regular wise counsels rendered to the 
Board and Management, to ensure smooth running of SROS to achieve its desired research 
outcomes as per its mandate.  
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 I would also like to extend my appreciation to the Government of Samoa and our Development 
Partners for their financial support via on-going investments with SROS.  Thank you also to the 
Management and staff of SROS for their high degree of dedication and commitment throughout the 
year and making positive research development contributions towards achieving desired outcomes 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  ¢ƻ Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ .ƻŀǊŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŜǊ 
{wh{ ŀǎ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊch and development so that it will produce significant 
breakthrough initiatives for the betterment of our people. 
 
God bless and soifua 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fonoti A. Perelini S. Perelini 
CHAIRMAN OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ORGANISATION OF SAMOA 
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3.0      Chief Executive Officerõs Report 
 

 

Talofa 
 
I am honored to lead a committed and effective enthusiastic team 
and to be able to play a significant part in contributing towards 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ 
undertaking of scientific research and development activities 
successfully achieved in the 2011-2012 period. 
 
The 2011-2012 reporting year will be recalled as a year of 
significant achievements and great progress made in the areas of 
prototype product development, strengthened technical services 
capabilities, collaborative partnerships and relationship building 
 as detailed in the sections to follow. The aspiration going 
 forward is to translate these scientific research technologies produced into commercially viable 
ventures that will have widespread economic benefits for the Samoan community. 
 
!ǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴŘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ {wh{Ωǎ 
successes and challenge ourselves to continue to accomplish great things for the economic 
betterment of our country through scientific research and development in the new financial year. 
 
The 2011-2012 year under review is briefly summarized in the following sections. 
 

 
3.1  Highlights for 2011  - 201 2 FY 

 
(A)       Key Achievements 
 
3.1.1 Launch of 2 New Prototype Product Developments ς Samoa Pure Avocado Oil and Gluten 

Free Breadfruit and Cassava Flour 
 

 
 
The official launch of SROSΩǎ {ŀƳƻŀ tǳǊŜ ōǊŀƴŘ !ǾƻŎŀŘƻ hƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƭǳǘŜƴ ŦǊŜŜ ōǊŜŀŘŦǊǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏassava 
flour products on 20 February 2012 ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴ {wh{Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
development research mandate given the Samoa Pure Avocado Oil is the first to be produced in 

Tilafono Leatiogie David Hunter, SROS CEO 
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Samoa and in the Pacific Region (excluding New Zealand & Australia) using locally grown avocado 
fruits.  
 
The keynote address delivered by the Prime 
Minister, Hon. Tuilaepa Fatialofa Sailele Malielegaoi, 
was followed by a tour and live demonstration of 
{wh{Ωǎ ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻ ƻƛƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
start to the final phase of oil extraction, as well as 
the breadfruit and cassava flour making process.  
 
To promote the launch, a 20-minutes SROS TV Cook 
Show hosted by Chef Sualua (American Samoa 
Culinary Academy) was produced and aired on local 
TV, two nights prior to the launch, to raise 
awareness of the different cooking applications and 
ƘƛƎƘ ƴǳǘǊƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻ ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
gluten free breadfruit and cassava flour which 
generated great interest from the public. This was 
further complemented with the showcase of ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǎǘǊƛŜǎ ōŀƪŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ {wh{Ωǎ ƎƭǳǘŜƴ ŦǊŜŜ 
breadfruit and cassava flour by Chef Sualua  and Chef Steve from the Australia Pacific Technical 
College (APTC) in Samoa, including various fruit juice samples extracted from local fruits such as the 
soursap (sasalapa), mango and indian starfruit on the actual launch day. Gift packs containing a 
ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ нрлƳƭ ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻ ƻƛƭ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ {wh{Ωǎ ƎƭǳǘŜƴ ŦǊŜŜ breadfruit and 
cassava flour were also handed out to guests as promotional giveaways.  
 
Overall, the launch was considered a huge success widely publicized in the local media with positive 
feedback received from both guests and the wider Samoan community. The next step is for SROS to 
engage the private sector to upscale and industrialise both research technology outcomes to help 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  
 
3.1.2 SROS Commercialisation Policy Document   
 
Following the exciting launch ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ 
developments mentioned above, SROS acknowledges 
that Commercialisation and partnerships with business 
and industrial entities are necessary and desirable 
elements to achieve its mandated objectives and 
transfer research technologies into commercial 
realities. 
 
/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀ άŘǊŀŦǘέ {wh{ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ tƻƭƛŎȅ 
was developed by a working committee led by the 
SROS CEO and comprised representatives from the  
Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Labour (MCIL), Ministry of Finance (MOF), Ministry of Natural 
Resources & Environment (MNRE), ŀƴŘ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ό!DύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ Policy was 
developed in line with ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ пόŘύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {wh{ !Ŏǘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ άto establish partnership with the private sector and commercial interests to support the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέΤ and pursuant to the scope of the SROS activities which include but are not 
limited to the following: 

Chef Sualua ς SROS TV Promotional Cook Show 

SROS Avocado Processing Plant 
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¶ άƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ό{wh{ 
Act, section 6(b)); 

¶ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎέ ό{wh{ !ŎǘΣ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ сόŎύύΤ 

¶ entering into partnership or any joint venture arrangement in any research and innovations 
conducted by or under the authority of the Organisation for the purposes of commercial 
development (SROS Act, section 6(g))έΦ 

 
The aim of the Policy is to provide guidelines to facilitate 
{wh{Ωǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ 
of: 

¶ definition of roles and responsibilities; 

¶ identification, protection and ownership of intellectual 
property (IP); 

¶ development of partnerships with external individuals 
or organisations; 

¶ provision of an environment that fosters technical 
innovation and encourages commercial exploitation of 
the resultant IP. 

 
It is not expected that the Policy will cover all situations that may arise from Commercialisation. 
However, the philosophy and guiding principles embodied in the Policy will be used to facilitate 
decision making in all aspects of Commercialisation at SROS. The draft Policy was tabled to the 
Ministers of SROS and MCIL for their consideration prior to Cabinet submission for a final decision. 
On CŀōƛƴŜǘΩǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊd tender process will follow to seek eligible 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ {wh{Ωǎ ŀǾƻŎŀŘƻ ƻƛƭΣ ōǊŜŀŘŦǊǳƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
cassava flour products. 
 
3.1.3 Continuity of SROS International Accreditation Status & Strengthening of Technical 

Services Earning Capacity  
 
Since attaining IANZ accreditation status for its Chemistry and Microbiology 
laboratories in March 2011, SROS continues to comply and satisfy 
internationally recognized and accepted laboratory analytical methodologies 
by undergoing and successfully passing annual surveillance assessment 
audits conducted by IANZ accredited personnel. The first external post 
accreditation audit undertaken in November 2011 included assessment of 
both laboratories process documentation and procedures in place for the 
provision and maintenance of accredited quality tests to SROSΩǎ technical 
services provided to the increasing number of clients demanding this service.  
 
L!b½ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΣ aǊ ±ŜǊŎƻŜΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ for the continuation of SROS Microbiology and 
ChemiǎǘǊȅ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {wh{ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
maintain its international accreditation certification status and intentions to broaden its 
accreditation testing portfolio in alignment with customer needs. It is also an assuring commitment 
to local businesses and external stakeholders that their SROS certified laboratory test results are 
compliant with international standards. 
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In regard technical services income earning capacity, a total $64,139 in fee revenue was generated 
for the year, ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ сп҈ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛŜǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƻŦ ϷмллΣлллΦ This result is evidence of 
the growing need for accredited laboratory technical services by stakeholders in response to the 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ increased awareness and demand for high quality products/produce of 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
3.1.4 Strengthened Collaborative Partnerships ς Local and International 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
challenges is to effectively seek out and secure long term research and business investment partners 
to pursue meaningful research activities that are industry driven and will benefit partners and the 
Samoan economy as a whole.  
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ {wh{Ωǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƳƻŀ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ 
foundation to establish and build potential long term partnership relationship arrangements with 
the local Samoan business community. Positive outcomes to date include strong expressions of 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƪŜȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ {wh{Ωǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ {wh{Ωǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǇabilities and 
entering into trade agreements to sell SROS research & development prototype products. 
 
At the international front, SROS continues to seek and secure collaborations with various 
development partners and international agencies to further enhance specific research outputs. Key 
collaborations secured and progressed include the following. 
 

i. USD$30,000 grant funding assistance for two projects through the US 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¦{!L5 !ƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ 9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ ƛƴ {ŀƳƻŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
projects comprising; 
 

¶ Fish Analysis Project ς USD$20,000 (SAT$43,000) received in 
July 2011 to fund a project proposal submitted by SROS to 
expand its testing capacity to include 3 chemical contaminants 
ƛƴ CƛǎƘ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ ƘƛǎǘŀƳƛƴŜΣ ŎƛƎǳŀǘƻȄƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎǳǊȅΦ CƛǎƘ ōŜƛƴƎ {ŀƳƻŀΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜȄǇort, it is 
hoped that at the end of the project the following outputs and benefits are achieved in 
addition to minimizing the need for fish exporters to send their samples to overseas 
laboratories for analysis.  

o Verified and approved methods for analysis of 
ciguatoxin, mercury and histamine locally; 

o Establishment of base data for the presence of 
mercury and histamine in the supply of fish for 
the local fish market;  

o SROS laboratory equipped and able to conduct 
analysis for mercury, ciguatoxin and histamine 
in fish and food products; and 

o Increased public awareness for occurrences of 
 the three chemical toxins in the local supply of fish as well as SROS testing 
capabilities. 

 
 

Fish samples tested 


