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DISCLAIMER
This Report provides a brief of the Proceedings of Parliament on Tuesday 19th March 2019.
While all efforts have been made to provide an informative brief, this information must not be
relied upon as an alternative to the official Hansard record of proceedings of Parliament. If you
have any specific questions about the Proceedings of Parliament on Tuesday 19th March 2019,
you should consult the official Hansard or seek assistance from the Office of the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly.
Tuesday 19th March 2019
9:24am
Notice from the Leader of the House
Mr Speaker read the Notice from the Leader of the House to permit the progress of the
following Bills:
 University of the South Pacific School of Agriculture Amendment Bill 2019;
 Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2019.
Presentation of Paper and Parliamentary Committee Reports
A total of 32 Papers were tabled (26 Annual Reports, 2 Commencement Notices, 2 Audit Office
Reports on Irregularities and 2 Reports of the Controller and Auditor General to the Legislative
Assembly).
A total of 15 Committee Reports were tabled in Parliament.
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Hon PRIME MINISTER, Tuilaepa Dr. Sailele Malielegaoi
The Hon Prime Minister expressed the intention to touch upon the incident in Christchurch and
convey Samoa’s condolences and sympathies to the 50 lives that were lost as a result of a
terrorist attack that occurred at a Mosque in Christchurch.
He stated, as the leader of Samoa, he speaks on behalf of the entire nation in conveying
condolences to New Zealand especially those who were affected by the Christchurch shooting.
The fact that New Zealand is a member of the Pacific Forum and a neighbour to Samoa; we
therefore mourn together with them at this tragic time. He further stated, that the notion of
terrorist attack was far from anyone’s mind that it can happen in the Pacific region as such
attacks were common in the European nations and countries in the Middle East.
He further expressed, it is becoming a common trend for terrorists to use technology via social
media to incite segregation and hate amongst people and this too is gradually showing up in
1

PARLIAMENTARY SITTING SUMMARY
March 2019
Samoa. The utilization of media for purposes of slandering and defaming leaders of the nation is
not Samoan culture nor a behaviour that should be performed against alii and faipule of Samoa.
The Prime Minister reminded that the incident that occurred in Christchurch, New Zealand should
be treated as a wake-up call for everyone and that we are to be alerted with our own people.
As leaders of the nation, it is of the utmost importance to communicate with our constituents to
ensure such a 'hate crime' does not occur within our country. The people conducting these acts of
violence have been found to come from broken families, therefore urging the need for the Family
Unit to be strengthened. He added that those individuals who incite hate are directly portraying
an image of their upbringing and families, that is, one that is divided and filled with hate. He
acknowledged all members and prayed that such an incident will not happen in Samoa.
TAFUA Maluelue Tafua- Member for Aleipata Itupa i Lalo
The member suggested that the Assembly be upstanding to observe a minute of silence which
would be fitting to the conclusion of the Ministerial Statement of the Prime Minister whom
addressed the tragedy that occurred in New Zealand.

Mr. Speaker responded that the Ministerial Statement delivered by the Prime Minister was a sufficient
sign of respect to the Government of New Zealand thus there being no need for a moment of silence.

MOTIONS BY COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON
(i) CHARIPERSON, STANDING ORDERS, ELECTORAL, PETITIONS AND
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFFICES COMMITTEE- NAFOITOA Talaimanu Keti
The Chairperson moved for an extension of time to continue committee consideration on
parliamentary papers referred to the Committee; motion seconded and approved.
(ii) CHAIRPERSON, INFRASTRUCUTRE SECTOR COMMITTEE- Hon LAUOFO FONOTOE
NUAFESILI Pierre Lauofo
The Chairperson moved a motion for an extension of time for submission of Committee reports on
the papers referred to the Committee; motion seconded and approved.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS OF THE DAY – Reading of Bills
1. ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL 2019- FIRST READING
Hon PAPALIITELE Niko Lee Hang- Minister of Works, Transport and Infrastructure
The Minister moved a motion to have the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2019 to be first read;
motion approved and the Bill was first read.
2. UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AMENDMENT
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BILL 2019- FIRST READING
Hon LOAU Solamalemalo Keneti Sio- Minister of Education, Sports and Culture
The Minister moved a motion for the University of the South Pacific School of Agriculture
Amendment Bill 2019 to be first read; motion approved and the Bill was first read.
3. ACCIDENT COMPENSATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019- CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL
Hon GATOLOAIFAANA Amataga Alesana Gidlow - Chairperson, Social Sector Committee
The Chairperson of the Social Committee moved a motion for the Legislative Assembly to consider
the Committee report on the Bill together with its amendments; motion approved.
Amendments put forth by the Committee were approved.
The Accident Compensation Amendment Bill 2019 progressed with amendments.

4. SAMOA LANGUAGE COMMISSION AMENDMENT BILL 2019- CONSIDERATION IN
DETAIL
Hon GATOLOAIFAANA Amataga Alesana - Chairperson, Social Sector Committee
Chairperson of the Social Committee moved a motion for the Legislative Assembly to consider the
Committee report on the Bill; motion approved
The Samoa Language Commission Amendment Bill 2019 progressed without amendments.

5. TAX INFORMATION EXCHANGE AMENDMENT BILL 2019- CONSIDERATION IN
DETAIL
Hon LAUOFO FONOTOE NUAFESILI Pierre Lauofo - Chairperson, Economic Sector Committee
Chairperson of the Economic Committee moved a motion for the Legislative Assembly to consider
the Committee report on the Bill; motion approved
The Tax Information Exchange Amendment Bill 2019 progressed without amendments.

MOTION - Hon PRIME MINISTER, Tuilaepa Dr. Sailele Malielegaoi
The Honourable Prime Minister moved a motion to set aside S.O 101(1) to allow the Bills that
were first read to be second read on the same day; motion approved.
6. Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2019- second reading
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Hon PAPALIITELE Niko Lee Hang- Minister of Works, Transport and Infrastructure
The Honourable Minister, moved the motion for the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2019 to be
second read and will speak to clarify on the Bill; motion approved.
The Minister noted that the Bill seeks to amend the Road Traffic Ordinance 1960. Due to recent
incidents that have occurred on the road as result of boy racing activities, the Bill seeks to abolish
such acts by criminalizing the activity. The Minister further added that the Bill seeks to vest
authority in officials to cease vehicles immediately if found committing such offence. It also seeks
to protect people (youth) from themselves (via. racing).

I.

Second Reading Debate:
TAFUA Maluelue Tafua, Member for Aleipata Itupa i Lalo

The member commended the rationale behind the Bill however expressed disagreement with the
notion provided by clause 38(c) of the Bill regarding traction. He suggested that there should be
heavier punishment on offenders and stated that there is a loophole in the Bill. He stated that
there are instances where burnouts are conducted on oil (which lead to no traction) thus the
individual will argue that he has not committed an offence as there was no traction.
The Member further called to criminalize the installation of excessive car accessories such as
air-horns, spotlights on cars as these are hazardous to the general public (specifically referring
to emissions released from such activities which would cause air pollution thus becoming a health
hazard).
II.

OLO Fiti Afoa- Member for Salega East

The Member expressed support for the Bill however noted that the Bill does not provide for
public vehicles which exceed the speed limit due to emergencies of serious cases.
Hon PRIME MINISTER- interjection
The Prime Minister interjected that the Bill will be referred to Committee and Members
can voice their concerns towards the Bill and provide recommendation. He further
elaborated on the importance of the Bill as it addresses a recent incident where a
teenager had died as a result of boy racing. The Bill is to protect the people from
themselves and the public.
III.

Hon LAUOFO FONOTOE NUAFESILI Pierre Lauofo- Member for Anoamaa Sisifo

The Member commended the Minister for the Bill. He suggested that the Authority should look into
imposing heavier penalties on incidents where such activity may cause death or serious injury. He
called for Officers who have been legally authorised to confiscate or destroy such vehicles on
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site. The Member further called for the banning of additional car features that are hazardous to
the general public such as loud mufflers, extra V’s on cars for speed, etc.
Hon PRIME MINISTER
The Honourable Prime Minister agreed with the notions expressed by some of the
members regarding penalties and stated that there should be heavier fines on such an
offence. Lenient fines will only foster and encourage offenders to reoffend and urged the
legislative drafters to look into the penalties in the legislation. He further suggested that
the law should be substituted from using the phrase “to not be more than” with “to not less
than”.

IV.

ALAIASA MOEFAAUOUO MALAGAITUTOGIAI Sepulona Moananu- Member for
Anoamaa East

The Member expressed disappointment that the Legislative Assembly has to formulate
amendments to cater for these boy racers. He further suggested that slow driving on the roads
should also be criminalized given that they cause traffic on the main roads.
V.

Hon LAAULI POLATAIVAO Leuatea- Member for Gagaifomauga No. 3

The Member conveyed support for the Bill and reminded the Assembly that car racing is a sport
internationally. He called for motor racing to be introduced but to have legislation that will set its
limits. The member was mindful that there may be potential amongst our teenagers to be future
champion motor racers such as Schumacher.
VI.

LEALAILEPULE Rimon Aiafi- Member for Faleata i Sisifo

The Member queried as to who has the jurisdiction to enforce the Law, whether it be the Lands
Transport Authority or the Ministry of Police. He further added that the LTA and Police should
install cameras in areas where speed racers usually occur to identify and penalise these
offenders.
VII.

FUIMAONO TEO Samuelu Teo- Member for Falealili East

The Member called for the old road markings to be removed as this will also cause road
casualties.
VIII.

TAPULESATELE Mauteni Tamasone Metuli II Esera- Member for Vaisigano No. 2

The Member reiterated the importance of monitoring and enforcement of the Bill. He too queried
which ministry had the authority to enforce the Bill.
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Hon PRIME MINISTER
The Prime Minister assured the Members that the issue regarding the overlap of functions
between the LTA and Ministry of Police is with Cabinet for deliberation. In regards to
motor sports as suggested by the Member from Gagaemauga No. 3, the Bill does not
prohibit motor sports it only prohibits racing on public roads.

Hon PAPALIITELE Niko Lee Hang- Minister of Works, Transport and Infrastructure
The Minister responded to comments by the member of Falealili that the suggestion has been
taken note of. In regards to the statement by the member for Anoamaa East, the Bill seeks to
prevent such activity thus the saying, Prevention is better than cure.
The Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2019 was second read and referred to the Infrastructure Sector
Committee.

Proceedings were set aside at 10:58am; and
resumed at 11:47am
7. UNIVERSITY OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AMENDMENT
BILL 2019- SECOND READING
Hon LOAU Solamalemalo Keneti Sio- Minister of Education, Sports and Culture
The Minister moved a motion for the University of the South Pacific School of Agriculture
Amendment Bill 2019 to be second read and will clarify on the Bill; motion approved.
The Minister stated that the Act has been in effect for 42 years and it was due time for
amendments to the Principal Act. He noted that originally the Ministry of Agriculture had been
the mandatory monitoring body for the USP school of Agriculture as it was part of Ministry’s
portfolio.
The Minister further explained that Samoa signed the Convention in the Marshall Islands on the
25th May 2017 which binds Samoa as a partner to the University. He noted that the University is
referred to the “School of Agriculture” however to align with current practices where a variety of
courses have been introduced by the University, the name “School of Agriculture” does not seem
fitting. The Bill therefore seeks to amend the name of the University from “University of the South
Pacific, School of Agriculture” to “University of the South Pacific’.
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Hon PRIME MINISTER
The Prime Minister further elaborated and stated that in a nutshell the Bill seeks to
change the title of the University from “University of the South Pacific, School of
Agriculture” to “University of the South Pacific”. This change comes as a result of the
current practice whereby a number of courses other than agriculture have been
introduced by the University. During the inception of the University, it was intended to be
a School of Agriculture, to date it is not so, thus the amendment put forth.

I.

SECOND READING DEBATE
SULAMANAIA Fetaiai Tauiliili Tuivasa- Member for Vaimauga West

The Member conveyed support for the Bill however suggested that the University should draw in
other disciplines offered in other countries of the region such as the Law and Education school in
Vanuatu and Medicine school offered in Fiji to be established locally. He further added that the
suggestion put forth would economically benefit the government as additional lecturers would
have to be brought in country thus more people to pay income taxes.
He acknowledged the Minister and called for bonuses for those who teach in the local USP
branch. He further added that there should be more leasing out of lands for the usage of the
University.
II.

ALLIMALEMANU Alofa Tuuau- Member for Alataua West

The Member for Alataua West conveyed her support in the removal of the title “School of
Agriculture” from the University’s name. The Member further called for more subjects to be taught
locally. She further put forth a concern that if we intend to lure in other fields from the region this
may contradict with courses in the National University of Samoa.
Hon LOAU Solamalemalo Keneti Sio- Minister of Education, Sports and Culture
The Minister reassured Members that all recommendations and concerns have been noted.
The University of the South Pacific School of Agriculture Amendment Bill 2019 was second read and
the Speaker referred the Bill to the Social Sector Committee.

Hon PRIME MINISTER-motion
Honourable Prime Minister moved a motion to set aside S.O 108(4) to allow for the third
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reading of Bills which were considered in detail on the same day; motion seconded and
approved.
8. Accident Compensation Amendment Bill 2019- third reading
Hon LAUTAFI Fio Selafi Purcell- Minister of Public Enterprises
Before moving a motion, the Minister acknowledged the sinnet tied on the poles of the new
Maota Fono which was funded by the Accident Compensation Corporation.
The Minister then moved a motion for the Bill to be third read; motion approved.
The Accident Compensation Amendment Bill 2019 was third read and passed the Assembly.

9. Samoan Language Commission Amendment Bill 2019- third reading
Hon LOAU Solamalemalo Keneti Sio- Minister of Education, Sports and Culture
The Minister moved a motion for the Bill to be third read; motion approved.
The Samoan Language Commission Amendment Bill 2019 was third read and passed the Assembly.

10. Tax Information Exchange Amendment Bill 2019- third reading
Hon TIALAVEA Fea Leniu Tionisio Hunt- Minister for Ministry for Revenue
The Minister moved a motion for the Bill to be third read; motion approved.
The Tax Information Exchange Amendment Bill 2019 was third read and passed the Assembly.

Proceedings were adjourned at 12:26pm to reconvene on
Tuesday 28 May 2019 at 9:00am
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