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PARLIAMENTARY SITTING SUMMARY

DISCLAIMER
This Report provides a brief of the Proceedings of Parliament on Tuesday 22nd January 2019.
While all efforts have been made to provide an informative brief, this information must not be
relied upon as an alternative to the official Hansard record of proceedings of Parliament. If you
have any specific questions about the Proceedings of Parliament on Tuesday 22nd January 2019,
you should consult the official Hansard or seek assistance from the Office of the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly.

Tuesday 22 January 2019
9:20am
I.

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF STATE
To introduce the following Bill
(i)
Tax Information Exchange Amendment Bill 2019

II.

NOTICE FROM THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE
Pursuant to Standing Order 76 – the Notice permits the introduction of the
following Bills:
(i)
Land and Titles Bill 2019
(ii)
Samoa Language Commission Amendment Bill 2019
(iii) Tax Information Exchange Amendment Bill 2019
(iv) Returning Offenders Bill 2019
(v)
Accident Compensation Amendment Bill 2019

III.

NOTICE FROM THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE – to consider the following
bills under urgency:
Pursuant to Standing Order 100(2) the following Bills will be progressed
under Urgency.
(i)
Ministry of Health Amendment Bill 2019
(ii)
Community Law Centre Amendment Bill 2019
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IV.

WELCOME REMARKS from the Hon Speaker
The Hon Speaker welcomed Parliament and all officials present in the
House – he then addressed the participants for the Civil Society Program
and commented on the importance of awareness programs to clarify to the
public, the roles and duties of Members of Parliament.

V.

OBITUARY SPEECH
The Hon Speaker informed the House of the passing away of the Member
of Parliament for Faasaleleaga No.2, Afioga PAU Sefo Taumata Pau. The
Member represented his constituency during the parliamentary term
2016-2021 as a Member of the Standing Orders, Electoral, Petitions and
Constitutional Offices Parliamentary Committee. A minute of silence was
observed in the Assembly for the Member.

VI.

MOTION BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE PARLIAMENTARY
COMMISSION
The Deputy Speaker, Tofa NAFOITOA Talaimanu Keti moved the sitting
calendar for 2019 to be approved;
22 January 2019
19 March 2019
28 May 2019
18 June 2019
14 October 2019
17 December 2019
21 January 2020
The motion was seconded and the sitting calendar for January 2019 –
January 2020 was approved.

VII.

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS
Pursuant to Standing Order 57(3) The Member for Alataua West, Afioga
ALIIMALEMANU Alofa Tuuau presented a signed petition from Alii &
Faipule from Saleaula village to declare opposition against the Electoral
Constituencies Bill 2018.
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The Hon Speaker referred the petition to the Standing Orders, Electoral,
Petitions and Constitutional Offices Committee.
VIII. GOVERNMENT ORDERS OF THE DAY
1. SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL (No.1) 2018/2019 – second
reading debate
(i) SULAMANAIA Fetaiai Tauiliili Tuivasa – Member for Vaimauga East
The Member acknowledged attendees from the Civil Society Program and
then addressed the Bill. SULAMANAIA bid best wishes to the new Chief
Executive Officer of the Ministry of Finance and noted that he personally
interpreted the Bill as ‘bitter-sweet’ in the sense that it has been 10 years since a
salary raise has been made for public servants. He questioned the motive behind
instigating a salary increase and being introduced in a supplementary bill rather
than in the main budget which would be in less than 6 months.
CLARIFICATION – The Hon Prime Minister, TUILAEPA Lupesoliai Neioti Dr.
Sailele Malielegaoi
The Hon PM stated that the fact the member was not aware of the reason for
the salary increase indicated his lack of understanding of the Bill which was with
him for more than 2 weeks. He then clarified that the salary increase was a
recommendation from the Salaries Tribunal- noting that the government cannot
implement changes to salaries without the approval and recommendation of the
Tribunal.
SULAMANAIA Fetaiai Tauiliili Tuivasa – Member for Vaimauga East
The Member then continued, he requested a raise also for pensioners,
particularly the elderlies who are incapable of travelling.
CLARIFICATION – Hon Minister of Finance, SILI Epa Tuioti
The Hon Minister asserted that negotiations were underway to determine the
feasibility of such an increase.
SULAMANAIA Fetaiai Tauiliili Tuivasa – Member for Vaimauga East
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SULAMANAIA addressed the differences in the salaries offered at the principal
level, noting that there should be consistency across the rates for all principal
officers.
The Member for Vaimauga East then concluded by expressing gratitude to all
who comforted him and his family during the death of his son and offered
condolences to the family of the Member of Parliament from Faasaleleaga No.2
PAU Sefo Taumata Pau.

(ii) FAUMUINA Asi Pauli Wayne Fong – Member for Urban West
The Member raised certain issues pertaining to the following Ministries:
 Ministry of Education Sports and Culture: Acknowledged the continuous
efforts by the Ministry to improve standard of education in the country. The
Member queried whether the Ministry could slightly increase its funding for
the National University of Samoa in order to alleviate extra costs in
registration. Furthermore, he informed the Minister of Education on the
urgency of repair works for the Vailoa Primary School which was recently
damaged by fire. FAUMUINA further explained that schools will be
commencing soon yet these students have no other option but to be taught in
family homes to await the construction of a new school building.
 The Member then moved to address the Minister of Works, Transport and
Infrastructure for road works at the Falelauniu roads.
CLARIFICATION – Hon Minister of Works, Transport and Infrastructure
The Hon Minister for Works, Transport and Infrastructure – PAPALII Niko Lee
Hang clarified to the Member that road repairs are a work in progress and that
the government will repair Falelauniu roads in due time.

CLARIFICATION – The Hon Prime Minister, TUILAEPA Lupesoliai Neioti Dr.
Sailele Malielegaoi
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The Hon Prime Minister informed the Member that there were funds from the
insurance company to cater for the repair costs; however these funds could not
be released unless a thorough and conclusive report was made indicating the
cause of the fire. The Hon PM further stated that it was alarming to discover that
a family who was staying on school grounds and nearby families were not
aware of the fire when it occurred, thus the fire and emergency services were
not called to help salvage the school building.

(iii)

TOLEAFOA Ken Vaafusuaga Poutoa – Member for Faleaseela & Lefaga
The Member for Faleaseela and Lefaga spoke on the following issues:
 Acknowledged the efforts of the Ministry of Finance in preparing the
Supplementary as well as the increase in salaries and pensions;
 Commended government on the progress of the 4-lane road from the town
area to the International Airport at Faleolo, and the improvements at the
Faleolo Airport;
 He congratulated government on negotiations to purchase a new airplane to
cater for the community and tourism travelling to and fro.
 The Member then called for an increase of hospitals and clinics in his
constituency. He then acknowledged the Ministry of Health for the approval
of a patient’s overseas referral and concluded his statement by noting that
the individual was in good health.

Proceedings were set aside at 10:55am and resumed at 11:40am

(iv)

FAAULUSAU Rosa Duffy-Stowers – Member for Gagaifomauga No.3
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The Member generally acknowledged the Ministers for the Ministries for
Revenue, Public Enterprises and Education on their efforts to develop Samoa.
She particularly acknowledged the Minister of Education for securing grants for
development of teachers and schools. The Member requested that the grant be
fully allotted to cater for teachers’ salaries, noting that only 30% was allocated
for this. The Member concluded with a request for a field to be constructed in
Aopo in the FY 2020/2021 (giving the Minister ample time to secure funding)

(v)

TAPULESATELE Mauteni Tamasone Metuli II Esera – Member for Vaisigano
No.2
The Member acknowledged all Ministries, specifically the Ministry of Works,
Transport and Infrastructure with countless road repairs and development, as
well as the Ministry of Health for the clinic established in Sataua and trainings
aimed to upskill nurses. The Member for Vaisigano concluded by expressing his
support for the Supplementary and requested road repairs for the roads in his
constituency.

(vi) FUIMAONO Samuelu Teo- Member for Falealili West
The Member firstly conveyed condolences to the family of the deceased
Member PAU Sefo Pau, then expressed support for the Supplementary Bill.
The following concerns were expressed by the Member:
 Ministry of Health- proposed for a Committee to be established to monitor
and control quality of products imported into the country. The Member cited
fa'alavelaves whereby Mackerel and Corned Beef products are exchanged,
to be monitored by the Ministry to ensure these products are stamped out. He
expressed concerns at the utilization of the SNBH to diagnose patients and
stated that this was not effective, given that only 1 doctor visits the rural
clinics once a week. He then called for new solutions to be made.
 Ministry of Works, Transport and Infrastructure, FUIMAONO acknowledged
road developments throughout the country.
 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment - The Member queried if there
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was another way to survey the leasing of land.

(vi)

AUMUA Isaia Lameko – Member for Falealili East

 Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries:
The Member called for SROS to look into the revival of ta'amu niu kini.
In regards to Fisheries, he stated that the buoys allocated for the fishermen of
his constituency were run-down and no longer functional as it could not serve
its purpose.
 Ministry of Communications and Information Technology – the Member noted
that there was no network coverage in certain areas in his constituency and if
it were possible for a cable to be installed to counter this problem.
 Ministry of Health – the Member suggested the formulation of contracts so as
to bind doctors to serve terms specified in contracts such as residing in rural
areas to cater for the sick populace who cannot travel the distance to the
central hospital.
 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment- AUMUA requested the
Ministry to provide tree seedlings for planting to promote the tree planting
campaign.
 Ministry of Works Transport and Infrastructure –he expressed gratitude to the
Minister for agreeing to improve the roads at Saleilua and Poutasi. Furthermore,
he stated that his constituency is still in need of water and electricity supply. He
further indicated that there were no road indicators showing which road gives
way at the crossroads in Falealili.
On a general note, the Member expressed the minimum wage of $2.30 is
relevant to the cost of living in Samoa.
CLARIFICATION – Hon LAUTAFI Fio Selafi Purcell, Minister of Commerce
Industry and Labour
The Hon Minister noted that considerations were underway to review the
Labour & Employment Relations Act (LERA) in regards to amending the
minimum wage. The Minister stated that changing the minimum wage takes
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time and proper planning to ensure its feasibility.

(vii)
LEAANA Ronnie Posini – Member for Safata West
The following were issues raised by the Member for Safata West in his
speech.
- Noted that the roads in Nuusuatia need street lights;
- the people of Saanapu are waiting for a hospital to be constructed in the
village;
Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture
 expressed gratitude for and reminded the Minister to consider more
opportunities for the betterment of Secondary Schools in his constituency.
 Recommended the Ministry of Education (NUS) to consolidate a graduates
list in advance before the official ceremony to avoid confusion of families
and the shame in preparing for the graduation only to find that their child
is not eligible to graduate on the day.
 Stated that the apprenticeship program should be accredited and
mentioned the registration costs at the National University of Samoa are
too high.
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
 The Member requested wave breakers to be completed to counter sea
level rising and heavy waves damaging the roads.
Fire and Emergency Services Authority
 Request an outpost in the constituency due to the rising hotel developments in
the area.
Land Transport Authority
 The Member requested a ban on spotlights placed on cars as it is disturbing
and distracts drivers on the road.

CLARIFICATION – Hon PAPALIITELE Niko Lee Hang, Minister of Works,
Transport and Infrastructure
The Hon Minister asserted that these headlights and spotlights the Member
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is referring to are not allowed on vehicles.

LEAANA Ronnie Posini – Member for Safata West (cont.)
 Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
- acknowledged the Minister on the Nonu development.
 Ministry of Justice and Courts Administration
- The Member queried the authenticity of ‘temporary orders’ issued by
the Ministry and sought further clarification.
 Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Labour
- He then concluded by acknowledging the efforts of the Samoa Airways.
CLARIFICATION – Hon Prime Minister
The Hon Prime Minister acknowledged all members whom spoke and urged
them to not wait for parliamentary sitting to raise their concerns. He
commented on the importance of ‘point of clarifications’ as it is used to
protect the integrity of Cabinet.

(viii)

FAUMUINA Tiatia Faaolatane Liuga – Member for Palauli le Falefa

The Member expressed support for the salary increase and commented on the
interdependent relationship between the private and public sector and the
implications of the minimum wage. FAUMUINA acknowledged the changing of
time (daylight saving) as this meant more time spent with families and
contributing to household chores.
Proceedings adjourned at 1:08pm and will reconvene at 9:00am on Wednesday 23
January 2019.
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